A comparison of neurological function in growth-retarded and appropriate-sized full-term newborn infants in two ethnic groups.
A comparative neurological study was undertaken of growth-retarded or small-for-dates (SFD) and appropriately grown (AFD) full-term infants in a Cape Coloured and a White (London, UK) population. There were no associated complications of pregnancy or labour. Consistent differences were found between SFD and AFD infants in both ethnic groups. In the SFD infants there was an increase in visual and auditory orientation, alertness, startle reflexes, tremors and tone, and some reduction in habituation. The difference between our results and those of earlier authors can probably be accounted for by factor such as use of drugs in labour, perinatal events and different causes of growth retardation, all of which may influence neurological behaviour.